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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERV!CE
AND THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LETTER CARRIERS

8y arbitration award dated June S, 1957, Arbitrator Snow ruled that *itis a
violation of the Memarandum of Understanding on Work Methods executed in
September of 1992 to require a letter carrier on a park and loop route in a DPS
environment who uses the compasite third bundle waork methaod to wark
‘marriage mail’ behind addressed flats.” The arbitrator also remanded the issue
to the parties “to reach agreement with regard to an accammodation consistent
with the MQOU of the parties.”

[n response to Arhitrator Snaw's award, the Pastal Service and the Natjonal
Assaciation of Letter Carriers have agreed to conduct a joint study to determine
the relative efficiency of the composite bundle and vertical flat casing (VFC)
work methods, with and without unaddressed flats. The parties expect to
camplete the study by Agril 30, 1988 and to reach a final resolution shortly
thereafter on the mast efficient way(s) to handle unaddressed flats in a DPS
environment.

The national parties also have agreed that, in the interim period, the local parties
will select the most efficient approach for handling unaddressed flats on those
park and loop and foot routes in DPS for which the composite bundle work
method has been selected. (Rautes far which the VFC wark methad has teen
selected are not affectad by the Snow award and this agreement.) The local
parties are to select the most efficient approach for each such route by
September 8, 1997. After that date, carriers on park and loop or foot routes
using the composite bundle work method may not be required by managernent to
cary unaddressed flats as a fourth bundle. ’

Pending completion of the joint study, the national parties will not provide any
further direction as to appropriate interim solutions. Rather, the nationat parties
expect that decisions as to the most efficient interim approach to handling
unaddressed flats on park and loop and foot routes using the composite bundle
work method will be made by the local parties based on local circumstances.
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The parties agree that grievances filed priar to June 9, 1997 on the issue
presented ta Arbitrator Snew will be resalved at the appropriate level cansistent -
with this agreement. Grievances filed priar to June 9 which prasent issuas in
addition to that presented to Arbitrator Snaw will be remanded for further
processing ta datermine what remedy, if any, is appropriate. Grievances filed
after June S on the fourth bundle issue will be withdrawn. Nothing herein
precludes the union from exercising its right to file grievances conceming

implementation of this agreament
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