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.. SENIOR I,SS'STANT POSiMASTER·GENeiiijJ"'"
EMPlO"'E~AND LABOR RELATlONS GROUP .

WaShington. DC 2026D .

November 30, 1976 '\

IlL 1'1'aQc1a S. 111bey
General President
American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO
817 14th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Filbey:
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This is in response to your letter of May 24, 1916,
wherein you cite several instances in the administration
of sick leave in the field that the Am:!rir.:an Postal
Work.ers Union feels al"e unnecessarily harsh and restric
tiue. : ~ly delay in responding has been necesf;! ta ted by
my'investigation of the practices which you cite.

J: have reviewed the problem involving Spokane, Denver
ana Phoenix. I .. .-1S""ltta.

- '~I~" all" I ~~.
IIIJI 8IP£..... Of course, phys1c1Ans may
at!ll sign the Form 3971 if they so desire. However,
it; is not an a~solute requiremen.t that they do so. .

"':I:'.v1" of the other instances you cite indicates a
need Eor a. comprehensive review of the entire leave
program. This review is now unden'lilY and should be
compl.eted soon. You will be advised,· in accordance with
Article XIX, of ~ny contemplated changes in the leave
pr09'ram. .

Thank you for bringing these matters to my attention.
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Sincerely,
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