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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

4711........................DC_

AUG 111980

Mr. Bona1d L. Hughes
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer
Nati.onal Association of Letter carr1ers, AFL-CIO
1010 Ind lana Avenue, NW
.asbinCjton,. DC 20001

.-
M 00565

e·

e

Ie I Branch 458
Oklahoma City, OK
Ha-S-036S/S8N3~15679

Dear Mr. Hughes:

On August 5, 1980, we met to discuss the above-c·apt.ioned
grievance at the fourth step of our contractua1 grievance
procedure.

In this grie·vance, the Union Steward requested perm.ission to
interview· the Vehicle Operat.ions Analyst in connect.ion with a
grievance. Management offered to IIalce the Vebicle Operations
Analys.t. available for an interview by. telephone bec·ause be w·u
working at a facilit.y located ten al1es away_ 1Il&...Qnion
Steward :indicated cJl...tlafaatiCD w:Lth • pboae iaterv·ie·w,
aalnta.ining tbat be..... •....~.tb tile Vebicle Operations·
Analyst personally· .- X 'wet_~:...JataUYi_ .!aoe-to-face.

we mutually agreed that the intent of the parties _en
negotiating Art.icle XV... to re~l.. grlevaaces at the
earliest possible level. we conclUl!ed that. .an.ingful
discussiona between the pu:tJ.... at the early stepa of the
grievance procedure are nqui.red if tliat intent. ia to be
realized. we recogniaea that vben OOIapelling circumstances
exist., a disc.81on by pbone.•1gbt. be the only _thod
available ana that _anag_.at ntaiaa the right to, define
compelling circ.st:anc.. by taklag lato conu4eration ~1
relevant cone! ition.. In thy ca"i the InfonatlCD Bappl led
did not, in our ,,1••, ••tab1:lab that the ciX'Cuaatancea
.arranted denial of • face-to-fa. lftt.ni... ftere:fore. we
agned to re801"e this gri.vance~ by rBandlns it to Step 3 for
final settl..ent. .
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Pl•••• • 19,D • copy of this letter a. your acknowledgment of
this ~.aolution.

.'

Since!:'.ly.

• ver
ationa Department

.
~
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r~f L Ub:
Ronald" L. Bughes
Assistant. Secretary-Treasurer
National Aaaoclation of Letter

carriers, APL-CIO


