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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
475 L'Entent Plazs, SW
Washington, DC 20260

November 21, 1984

Mr. Moe Biller

President

American Postal Workers
Union, AFL-CIO

817 - l4th Street, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20005-3399

Mr. Vincent R. Sombrotto

President

National Association of Letter
Carriers, AFL-CIO

100 Indiana Avenue, N.W.

Wwashington, D.C. 20001-2197

Gentlemen:

Enclosed is a draft Postal Bulletin article concerning the policy
on seatbelt use, closed vehicle doors, and authorized passengers.

You were notified of this change by a June 7 letter on this
subject. Since our contractual obligations have been met, the
final draft is being provided solely as information of general
interest. Minor revisions include the addition of an introductory
paragraph and the substitution of EL-801, Supervisor's Safety

- Bandbook, in lieu of the P-13 Handbook which is now obsolete.

Should there be any questions regarding the foregoing, please
contact Andrea Wilson at 245-4729.

Sincerely.,
. T ;/rfﬁa
542¢w40443£/3¢4‘*“*“
" James C. Gildea

/ Assistant Postmaster General
/ Labor Relations Department
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| ?( " | -UNIFORH SEATBELT, CLOSED DOOR, AND PASSENGER POLICY

. . . M 00547
'The7£ollovinq policy on seatbelt use, closed vehicle doors,

and authorized passengers was issued on June ll, 1984, This

policy is being published in a Postal Bulletin notice due to

the number of recent inquiries on this subject, indicating that

some offices may not have received the policy revision in June.

The previously published policy in Postal Bulletin 21440
(1-12-84) is being revised to provide an exception.to that
portion dealing with closed vehicle doors. The following is
the present policy on seatbelt use, closed vehicle doors and

authorized passengers:

Seatbelts must be worn at all times the vehicle is in
motion. When traveling to and from the route, when moving
between park and relay points, and when entering or
ctossiné intersecting roadways, all vehicle doors must be
closed. When operating a vehicle on delivery routes and
traveling in intervals of S00 feet (1/10 MILE) or less at
speeds not exceedihg 15 MPE between delivery stops, the
door on the driver's side may be left open. Rural carciers
will follow the policy ocutlined in Handbook M-37, Rural
Delivery Carriers Duties and Responsibilities, Section 161.
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Only authorized passengers are permitted to ride in
postal-owned, GSA-owned, rental, or contract vehioles
(including employees' privately owned vehicles when used in
postal operations). All passengers must use ssatbelts.
Where conventional passenger seats have not been provided
in the vehicle, an approved auxiliary seat, facing forward,
and equipped with a backrest and seatbelts must be used.
Sitting in other than an approved seat or standing in a
postal vehicle while such vehicle is in motion .is
prohibited.

Pen and ink changes should be made accordingly in handbook
EL-801, Supervisor's Safetylnandbook, Appendix A, page 28;
Handbook M-39, Management of Delivery Services, 231.2;
Bandbook M-41, City Delivef} Carrier's Duties and
Responsibilities, 812.3 and 812.7; Bandbook M-52, Fleet
Management, 215.271 and 215.273; and the Postal Operations
Manual (POM), 723.2 and 723.43.

This uniform policy statement will be reflected in a future
revision to handbook EL-801, Supervisor's Safety Handbook,
while future revisions to the other documents will contain only

a reference to the policy in the EL-80l. -Delivery Services
D“E't e



