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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
..75 L'b'",' PI... SW
wutllngton. DC 2D2ICI

November 21, 1984

Mr. Moe Biller
President
American Postal Workers

Union, AFL-CIO
817 - 14th Street, N.W.
Wasbing.ton, D.C. 20005-3399

M 00547

,
Mr. Vincent R. Sombrotto
President
National Association of Letter

Carriers, AFt-CIO
100 India,na Avenue, N. W.
Washingto,n, D.C. 20001-2197

Gentlemen:

Enclosed is a draft Postal Bulletin article concerning the policy
on s,eatbelt use, closed vehicle doors, and authorized passengers.

Yo,u were notified of this change by a June 7 letter on this
slJ,I,bjec::t. Since our contractual obliga,tions have been met, the
final draft is being provided solely as information of gene,ral
interest. Minor revisions include the addition of an introductory
paragraph and the sUbstitution of EL-801, Supervisor's Safety
H,andbook" in lieu of the P-13 Handbook which 1s now obsolete.

Sbould there be any questions regarding the foregoing, please
contact Andrea 'Nilson at 24,5-4729.

Inc,losure

Sincerely,
~. ."., ,,-
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, './J..~ ...... /'"", ....;.c,. r·....
~ ...."-IoJ~--

~ .. ~
:.' , J ..... C. Gilde.

" / b.l.ta.nt Postma.ster General
i ./ tabor Relat.ions Department
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UNIFORM SEA'l'BELT, CLOSED OOOR, AND PASSENGER POLICY
M 00547

• Tbefo,llowin9 policy on aeatbelt use, clo••d vehicle doors,

an,d author ized passengez: s was issued o,n June 11, 1984.. fbi.

policy is' being publ ished in a Poa tal Bulletin notice due to

the number of recent inquir iea on this subject, indicat.ing that

SQ'•• office., may no,t have received the policy.revision in June.

The previously published policy in Pos,tal Bulletin 21440,

(,1-'12-84). is being revised to prcwicle an exception. to t!1&t

port.ioft dealing with closed vehicle doors. Tbe following 1s

the pres,ent policy on seatbelt use, closed vehicle doors and

author ized passenger s,:

Seatbelts must be worn at all ti•• the vehicle Is in..
motion. When traveling to and froa the route, when lIoving

between park and, relay po,ints, and when an~ter inC} o,r

ero••inCJ intersectinCJ roadways, all vehicle doors IIUSt be

closed. When operatinCJ a vehicle on delivery routes and

tra".'ling 1ft, intervals of 500 f.et (1/10 MILE). or 1e•• at

speeds not exceeding, 15 MPB, between delivery stops, th.

door OIl the d.river IS side JDay be left open. Rural ca.rr:ier:s

woUl follow the pol.icy outlined in Bandbook M-37, Rural

Delivery C'ur:i.rs Duti•• and ...pona;1biliti••" Section 161 •
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• O'nly au thor iz ed pas,senger s ar e pe rmi t ted to r ide in

posta,l-owned, GSA-owned, rental, or contract vehil3J1es

(in,eluding employees' pr ivately owned veh icles when used in

poatal operations). All p'aasengers must use sea tbel ts •

Where conventional passenger seats have not been provided

in the vehicle, an approved auxiliary seat, facing forward,

and equipped with a backrest and seatbelts IDUSt be used.

S:ltting in other than an approved seat or standing in a

po,stal vehicle while such vehicle is in motion ·is

prohibited •

Pen and ink changes should be made accordingly in handbook

• BIt-80l, Supe,rvisor's Safety Bandboo·t, Appendix A, page 28:

Sandbook M-39, Manage,ment of Delivery Services, 231.2:
•

Bandb,ook M-41, Ci~ Delivery Carrier·s Duties and

Respons,ibilities, 812.3 and 812.7; Handbook M-52, Fleet:

Manage.enc, 215.271 and 215.273; and the Postal Operations

Manual (POM), 723.2 and 723.43.

Tbis uniform policy statement will be reflected in a future

r ..fs,ion to handbook ZL-801, Supervisor's Safety Ban,dbook,

wb.11,e future revisions to the other documents vill contain only

a reference to the policy in the, BL-80l. -Delivery Services
•

Dep,t.


